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It has been a very full last week of term and as I write this it is only Thursday! We have first enjoyed an afternoon of ‘Hatherleigh’s
Got Talent’ - a super mix of singing, dancing, magic, joke telling, music-making and poetry recital. Thank you to everyone who
joined in and to the school council for organising it!
On Tuesday evening we celebrated the end of term with our Spring Concert in the Community Centre which was a really
joyful occasion. So many children performed with such enthusiasm! Thank you to all our music teachers for
What’s on next
their excellent teaching and to Mrs Moss for organising the concert.
week?
And that’s not all . . . . On Tuesday afternoon family and friends enjoyed Year 3 & 4 celebration of all
Easter Holidays
things Egyptian. It was a lovely culmination of a term of learning and, once again, the enjoyment and enthusiMonday 3rd to Monasm of the children bought a smile to all our faces. Thank you to Mrs Orbell, Mrs Clark, Mrs Emery, Miss Ashton
day 17th April
and Mrs Gibson.
Tuesday 18th April
Return to School

WEST DEVON FOOTBALL FINALS
On a sporting note our children went through to the final of the West Devon Football Competition and represented the school well. Thank you to all our netball and footballers for a successful season.
MISS ASHTON
Last week we celebrated the arrival of two Hatherleigh babies and this week we say goodbye and good luck to
Miss Ashton as she starts her maternity leave. Miss Ashton has been with us for several years now and has become a respected member of the team. We would like to thank her for her patience and hard work in supporting
children’s learning at Hatherleigh and wish her all the very best in the future.
CREATIVE WEDNESDAY—RED TEAM
A reminder to all red team members in years 1,2, and 3 - please bring an old paperback book with at least 100 200 pages to the creative Wednesday session on 19th April. If you do not have an unloved/unwanted book at
home various charity shops sell them for minimal cost. In addition Okehampton library usually have a second
hand book stall where books can be purchased for as little as 40p.

This Week’s
Learners of the
Week
Jude Campbell
Faith Elkins
Lottie Powlesland
Ajay McEleny
Eva Chiverton
Eleni Snellgrove
Jassem Labib
Poppy Mann
Edward Pearce

Clubs for Summer Term (Up to Half Term)

SUPERSTAR WRITER

Starting Monday 24th April and finishing Friday 14th April

Abigail Bennett

Monday

Film Club (Years 3,4,5&6) Big Story Club (YrR-Yr6), Choir (Years 4,5 &6)

Tuesday

Homework Club (Year 6)

Wednesday

Cricket (Years 5&6), Year 2 Game/Art Club, Year 3 Multi-Skills

Thursday

Nessy Club (Invitation only), Revision/DT Club (Year 6), Year 1 Multi-Skills

Friday

Athletics Club (Year 4,5&6), Year 2 Multi-Skills

Film Club review of the week
for The Lego Movie goes to
Bhairavi Shivakumaran.
Well done!

BIG STORY IN THE SUMMER TERM
Thank you to all Big Story members for your liveliness and enthusiasm this term and to parents and other family members for their help and support.
As Choir is moving to Mondays and using the Music Hall, Big Story will be relocating to the Year 5 classroom (where hot lunches are served). We
would be grateful if current Big Story members could look at the clubs in the newsletter and talk to your parents. If you DO NOT want to continue
Big Story in the summer term, please could parents contact Rev. Ruth Hansford asap (Rev. Ruth is away the first week of term, so would appreciate knowing before the beginning of term if possible). Otherwise we will assume that you are coming. Rev. Ruth will contact those on the waiting
list when she knows if there are spaces available. Anyone else interested in joining can contact Rev. Ruth to join the list and we will include them
as soon as we are able. We look forward to seeing you all in the summer term.
With thanks from Rev. Ruth Hansford and the Big Story Team
(To contact Rev. Ruth: Tel: 01837 810 314; Email: maggiethecat@waitrose.com)

Hatherleigh Youth Club is not on tonight.
Designated Safeguarding Officer Caroline Boother
Deputy Designated Safeguarding Officers Debbie Orbell and Nicholas Pearson
Tel: 01837 810248 Email: admin@hatherleigh-pri.devon.sch.uk
Website: www.hatherleigh-pri.devon.sch.uk

GOVERING BODY NEWS SPRING TERM
This has been a busy term again for the Governing Body. We welcome Adrian Taylor (Parent) who has
joined us as an Associate Member on the Curriculum and Well Being Committee. We are looking for a Governor who has expertise in buildings and Health and Safety to sit on our Finance, Personnel and Premises
Committee. If you know anyone who fits the bill and would be willing to serve please let our Clerk, Heather
Bartle, know.
Getting to know the staff is very important to the Governors and, once again, we held our Joint Staff/
Governor Meeting this term to look at how we can improve the school. The results of this meeting form
part of our School Improvement Plan for next year. We also receive regular reports from Subject Coordinators and this term we received updates on Personal, Social and Health Education, Special Educational Needs, Gifted and Talented, Thrive and Outdoor Education. We undertake data analysis to identify
the strengths and weaknesses of the school and look at how the school can improve.
In Curriculum and Well Being Committee we have been looking at policies including Supporting children
with medical needs, Data Protection, Freedom of Information and Outdoor Education. We have also
adopted a Smoke free Policy which includes the use of E-Cigarettes on school site. We regularly review
accident trends, looking at both where incidents occur and the nature of any incident. There are no notable trends at the moment but we will continue to monitor.
In Finance, Personnel and Premises, the creation of a balanced budget for 2017/18 has taken priority.
Whilst we are under budgetary pressure in common with all schools, we are pleased that this has been
achieved and the school will continue to maintain seven classes next year. Work is continuing to find a resolution to allow us to open the footpath. We are very pleased with the success of our before and after
school Childcare. This is available Monday – Friday mornings and Monday – Friday after school. Thank you
to Cindy Squire who continues lead this Club so effectively and to Jason Collins who has been supporting
her. Thank you also to Mel Cooper for running the Breakfast Club which is proving increasingly popular.
The safety of the children at Hatherleigh School is a priority for the Governing Body and it has therefore
been decided to install an intercom and CCTV on the main gate to allow us to control access. Gates will not
be closed until the children are in school and will be open to allow you to collect your child. However, any
access between these times will be by use of the intercom. This will be installed during the Easter break
during which time Right Angle have very kindly agreed to powder coat the gates free of charge. We are
very grateful to them for this kind offer as this will greatly improve the look of the front of the school.
Whilst the Governing Body decided that, for the time being, the interests of our children would be best
served by continuing to be a maintained school, we are looking to widen our links with other schools. We
are taking part in a transition project with Okehampton College, Exbourne and Boasley Cross, and Caroline
Boother recently met with the Headteacher of Winkleigh School and will be working with them in the near
future.
Part of the success of the school is our PTFA who work tirelessly to raise funds to support the education of
your children. They recently supported the Kayaking for Key Stage 2 as well as giving funds for trips in
Foundation and Key Stage 1. The Governors would like to thank the outgoing Committee of Judith Grant,
Fiona Stewart Shaw, Anita Pearce and Hayley Spears and are grateful to Donna Lewis and Dana Butcher
for standing as Chairman and Vice Chairman. Thank you also to Val Murrin for continuing as Treasurer.
The PTFA is looking for a Secretary. If you are willing to take on this role please let Donna know.
We would like to wish you a very happy Easter.

Rotary Club of Okehampton
Primary Schools’ Photographic Competition 2017
“For budding photographers”
We invite you to participate in this annual competition the theme for which this year is
“LANDSCAPES”.
1st

Prize £15

2nd

Prize £10

3rd

Prize £5

Winning entries then go through to an Okehampton Learning Community competition with prizes of £30, £20 and
£10 as well as up to 3 “highly commended” prizes of £5 each. The school which submits the winning entry will also
receive a digital camera.
Rules:
Entries can be of any size, mounted or unmounted.
The name, age of pupil and school should be clearly written on the back of the entry (N.B. – not the position in the school competition)
Closing date for entries to school is Friday 21st April 2017.
The final will be judged by Rotary Club members on Thursday 18th May 2017 with the results posted as soon as
possible after that.

EVENTS AT OKEHAMPTON LIBRARY
Easter Chocolate Draw
Friends of Okehampton Library draw tickets on sale 50p each – draw to take place 15 April
3 – 15 April during library opening hours
Spring Crown – craft activity for children
Drop into the library to make a spring crown, decorated with flowers, bees and bugs.
Free - no booking necessary
Sunday 30 April 12:00-16:00
May Fair, Simmons Park
Pop along and meet the Friends of Okehampton Library, who will be at the fair with various activities , storytime
and selling second hand books.

